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Overcoming Stereotypes: The case of foreign spouses
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Chao-Sheng Chang |Assistant Professor, Department of International Business I-Shou University, Kaohsiung,
Taiwan, ROC .

Abstract

The rapid increase in foreign investment in South-east Asia during 1980s has



ThRriTsgie ] PAET] 53U

helped to start the transformation of Taiwan into a new multicultural society with the
continuing employment of a large number of alien workers since early 1990s and a
massive immigration of foreign spouses from Southeast Asian countries, e.g., Vietnam,
the Philippines, Thailand, and Indonesia since late 1990s. For Taiwanese, recent
contacts with these Southeast Asians and other sources of information such as books
and media reports have created stereotypes of these Southeast Asians in regard to their
cultures, personalities, and behaviors. However, inaccurate stereotypes, negative
stereotypes in particular, may turn out to be the stumbling block of ongoing economic,

social, and cultural interactions among people from different countries.

In Taiwan, the problems associated with negative stereotypes of Southeast Asian
spouses and workers, for example, under-educated person, greedy personality, and
violent behavior, have become a major concern for both government authorities and
non-government organizations. Research shows that some negative stereotypes have
been transformed into stigma passed on to the children from families consisting of a
Taiwanese spouse and a spouse originated from Southeast Asian countries. Yet, there
is a lack of empirical research on what the major stereotypes are and what causes

these stereotypes. This research attempted to fill up this gap.

Based on a pilot study and a survey of 164 Taiwanese adults about their
stereotypes of spouses from four Southeast Asian countries, we found the existence of
negative stereotypes in all five aspects: demographics of Taiwanese spouse, perception
about marriage, attitude towards job, level of social acceptance, and social-economic
status. Newspapers and TV news were reported to account of the negative stereotypes.
We suggest that government authorities and non-government organizations play an
active role in waiving negatives stereotypes and promote the development of a true

multicultural society.

Keywords: foreign spouse, alien workers, multicultural society, stereotype, media.
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