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Abstract

For substance abuse prevention and control, front-end prevention advocacy
seems to be the primary key to preventing people from being exposed to drugs.
However, if there is a lack of empirical research on the current advocacy
strategies and directions, it is bound to be impossible to deeply and
comprehensively understand the effectiveness, predicament and direction of
improvement of the current program. Therefore, this research will
comprehensively analyze and put forward corresponding recommendations for
improving publicity by examining the existing substance abuse prevention
publicity content of Department of Substance Abuse Control and Prevention and
integrating different content that different levels of drug user needed. This study
1s intent to achieve effective resource utilization and continuous improvement of
programs and achieve the goal of reducing drug use.

This study was conducted through three-stage, and the research was
conducted through multiple research methods such as literature review, focus
groups, in-depth interview, and survey techniques. This study adopts semi-
structured interviews and purposive sampling, and 28 drug users were selected
from Kaohsiung City with their perspective of drug use experience, from August
to October 2022, to find out their thought of the anti-drug advocacy program.
We collected 712 questionnaires in 4 versions from 245 drug users divided into
1-4 level, 40 drug-related teenagers, 219 drug users in the workplace, and 208
drug users in the school. The study also held three focus groups to
comprehensively examine the effectiveness and inadequacies of the current

Kaohsiung City substance abuse prevention publicity by inviting the scholars



and practical experts to provide their substance prevention experience and
examine the operation feasibility of research recommendations.

This study found that although the visibility of print propaganda is high;
however, it’s not a effective substance prevention method. The lively and story-
based propaganda is more impressive. The various government program and
identification of New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) are considered to be
strengthened in propaganda; however, support from religion and drug-rejection
techniques are generally considered to be ineffective anti-drug content.

Based on the research findings, this study suggests that the propaganda
language should be close to the drug user organizational culture and language,
designed propaganda for different fields, the appropriate footage, and
realistically videos present the dangers of drugs are needed; The government
agencies could integrate existing substance prevention resources and establish a
unified service window, prepare a realistically rehearsing the anti-drug situation

for the anti-drug program.

Keywords: substance abuse, advocacy, risk grading
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